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1. IDNA took original form as a small secret group of junior officers of the 
Greek irmy late in 1944. It was ersated essentially as a non-political 
officors’ organizat:on dedicated to the task of helping to rid Greece. 
of the Communist mornce, and its founders Specifically disavowed party 
preference among the existing Greek political parties. One of the objectives 
of the orsanization, and one which has been pursued Visorously by IDEA in | 
the course of the pa:t two years, has been the ercation of a Greek National 
4ymy answering to the stratecic and tactical requirements of Greece and. 
mai‘itaining the tradi-ions of the army as arainst alien idcolozical 
influences of any kine. 


2. ‘Ath the past year, wich Greece's political and military situation growing — 
constantly more precarious, ID“A abandoned its original intention of not 
interfering in the political life of the country, and undertook to make its 
influence felt on various mombers of the Greek Government and of the hichor 
echelons of the Greek Azwy. Most recently, it has been reliably roported — 
ag inclining in favor of a ctronz central movernment to consist of members 
of the Greek Parliament chosen by the Par liamont, who heave never before 
heid a high political ofiice. It is intimated that IDEA would also 
regard with favor the apprintment of a commanding officer of the armed 
forces of the country to .e civen full powers to curry out the decisions 
of the covermment in the silitary ficld and to act, in brief, as a 
Supreme commander over all national defense forces, Coupled with the 
existence of martial law throurhout the country this, of course, would be 
approximately a military Jictatorship. 


DATE DISTR. 8 November 1948 


' 25X1X 


3» About one year aro, IDEA vas in touch with Spiros Markezinis, reprosentatives 


of the Greek Cours, and representatives of the Liboral Party with a view 
to assisting in a solution of tho problem of the Creek Army high command. 
At thet time, IDI} rerarded with disfavor a request by Markezinis that IDJA 
use its influence to break up the then newly formed Coalition Government, 
It was also at that time that lMarlezinis urged IDEA to support Teneral 
Alexender Papago: for the nosition of Commander-in-Chief of the Creek 
4rned Yorces. 


4. Politically spe:xint, the various reports of contacts between IDMA and 
political and r/litary personalities lead to the conclusion that IDEA is 
essentially co:.servative in its bensic policy, and it will support or oven 
bring about a ‘ictatorial form of cevernnent in the event the Greek. situation 

should reach im impasse. King Paul is avare of the existence and the 


CLASSIFICATION 
| tT bad 


1 Yo RECORDS CENTER 
PeEDUATELY AFTER, USE 
JOB9. 2-33 BOK sade 


00 i ONE epee 


Archivist of the United Staies. 
Next Review Date: 2008 


Seana peice 


a aera Ht “Bila + 


Rae er tere 


me teen nmnblianbiind ane aye 


5a 


6. 


7. 


Approved For Release 2001/11/23 : CIA-RDP82- 00457R002000420001-6 — - 


wae, £ 
ssh EERE * 


CENTRAL INTBLLIGENCE AGENCY 


«o 2 = 


objectives of IDEA, although he docs not want this fact renerally 'cnown. 
IDEA does not consider General Papegos to be « man of extraordinary ability, 
but. does feel that in an emergency he could become a suitable front for a 
non-political military-service government so long as the prestige of the 
King would not be dsemaged in the event of the failure o® such a government. | 
In this comnection it should be mentioned that one of the compelling. reasons 
which led to the formation of IDEA was the existence within the Army of the 
Vendiris-controlled secret officers' organization (RAN) which IDEA has. 
Blweys looked upon as a British instrument for perpetuating its influence 
within the senior officers’ ranks of the army. 


The membership of IDEA is organized into groups called Bonds (Desmoi). The 
higher governing council which 1s located in Athens is called the Governing 
or Executive Bond and consists of about seven members and a small. staff, The 
next lower echelon is the Regional Bond of which there are five. Under this 
are the Guard Bonds which are to be found in every large headquarters unit. 
Finally there is the Bond to be found in the smaller army units maintaining 
direct liaison with the Guard Bonds. On 30 March 1948, it was estimated that 
IDEA numbered almost eight hundred members. Membership in IDEA is composed 
of officers up to and including the rank of colonel. Although originally 
it was intended to restrict membership to officers up to and including 
the rank of major, extensive promotions of members have resulted in the newer 
policy. A lack of financial means has been a serious handicap to the more 


‘ambitious plans of IDEA for a broader membership and a more extensive 


influence toward obtaining benefits for the army and correcting abuses 
which, in the opinion of the leaders of IDEA, confound both the Army and the 
country.» 


Although the present make-up of the Gxecutive Bond is not specifically known, 
the folloging are the principal p rsonalities havin a hand in the direction 
of IDEA. 


a. Captain (Artillery) Konstantinos “acharakis 
be Captain (Artillery) Argyrios Mearfas 

c. Captain a ark Michael Kiourtsoglou — 
d. Captain (Infantry) Emmanuel Zacharakis 

e, Captain (Artillery) Nikolaos Assimakopoulos 
f. Major (Infantry) I. Karabotsos 

ge. Major (Calvary) P. Panourzias 

he Major (Engineers) Ballas 

i. Major G. Maraveleas 

je Lt. Col. (Calvary) Gogousis 


Although IDEA looks with respect on General Demetrios Yadzis, it continues 
to admire and favor General Stylianos Kitrilekis. It is difficult to 
estimate the exact influence of IDEA, but it cun bo safely said that this 
organization constitutes a definite, potential factor of considerable weight 
in the event that the situation in Greece leads to a political - mai tery 
type of solution é 


a ae he 


Approved For Release 2001/11/23 : CIA-RDP82-00457R002000420001-6 


